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M., .'19. 2001

Honorabt(; Linootn D- C1mfre
505 ~ Senate Office Building
Washington. D-C- 20510

Dear Senator Chaf~:

The Rhode I$laIK1 Focxf SeaJrity Coalition urges you to recome an original CO-SIXJosor fur the Nol1hcast
Dairy ~ ~!th0"7~on Bill

The Rhode Island Food Security Coalition ~ regularly to takc action on issues that affect the food
Se(:Urity of the citizens of the state. Its memtx.m;p includes ~tives from state a~~f:S7

uDiveIsities. famIers, ~vatc oon-IXofit ur~n~ons, the R1 COTnmlrnity Food Bank. anti-hnoger
advoca~ and oonsmncrs.

The Northeast Daizy Colnpl(;t is impoI1ant to the twenty-cight daily farmers 1d); in Rhode Island aId 10
daiJY ~ throughout New England But, perhaps more imponantJy. the Daily Co~ is important to
the every day milk conswncr in Rhode Island. Consumcrs are ~ to having access to very fresh. very
bifJ1 quality milk on the shelves of their ~ ~ in Rhode Is1and. This is due to having a 181Ee roJmlv-1
of ~nomically hcalthy daiJy fanns in the region. Milk quality deterioIates rdlidly and 1ong distanre
shipping of milk. redw;es the shelf life and the tJ5tc acceptj3Iity of that milk. Milk aIkI milk P'oducts 8!e a
vitIl Jmt of a healthy diet for an Americans. Co~ n~ to act now to protect d1e quantity , quality and
affordability of milk for ~

The Northcast DailY Compact is the ideal vcbiclc to prut~ the quality and quantity of milk for Rhode
Tda~ It hcl~ to stabilize the ~ to fanners, whidl allows them to 00 long term plamling to
remain economicaUy viablc and in business. This in turn ~ milk ~es local and ~! (Milk is
gCnl:raUy trnckOO less than 200 miles to get to ~ IslaIKl wIder the ~ sy.\1eID.) It pevents ~
Island milk wholesalers from going to the ~ for mj1k.

The colnJ2ct was designed to bcncfit the consumer by improvingthe picing formula of the JDarkI:t and by
ratiopali7.ing the JXicing .\1ructure of milk. Idcally the wmJmct will Iaiuce the pia: of milk to wnsumers.
Historically the increases in the rtgu1atal pice have not condated with wnsumer price inaeases. Sd1oo1
~ pIOgJBIDS are ~ the cost ofthc co~ aDd the WIC pogJaD1 is exempt, so re-au1bori1ing
the com~ should have no imIDct on these nub1tionallXOgrams.

Please co$idcr ~nsoring the North<aSt I:)aiIy Compact Rc-81UhlJrization Bill.

~ ~ c;&" r/ .,..£l...

DomJa La van ce. MS .ID N
Coordinator
~ IsJand Food Sccurity Coalition

The ~ ~t1M ~ SeoJIiy CImIi!m is wOll<ing k»'3!d" "A f(Xx! seaJrf! ~ lslarK1 where at ~ ll;wf! a=s ID Sl/slllV1a~f! ((xxj resOlJ(~

Whdl8J1! arII~ a~OIXi8I~. Wjj~lly ~~e arxI sate.
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